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method comprising: 



roviding Internet services to a customer through 
provider on behalf of a retail vendor; 
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providing said services through graphical user 
'Interfaces provided by said service provider that include 
content related to products or services of said retail 
vendor ; / 

preventing the customer from accessing said 
Internet services flrom said service provider without 
receiving said contpent related to products or services of 
said retail vendor; 

receiving information about the customer's 



preferences; and 

customis: 



ing the content provided to the customer 



based on said information. 

2. The metiod of claim 1 further including obtaining 
the identity of the customer and customizing the content 
provided to the customer based on the customer's identity. 

3 . The method of claim 1 wherein providing said 
services includes controlling the initial graphical user 
interface displayed after booting of the system. 
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4 . The methoqil of claim 3 including providing 
fidential informition to said service provider instead 
said retail vendor. 



of claim 3 including providing the 
set of selections. 



5 . The metho(& 
customer with a 



predefined 



6 . The method 
service provider to 
processor-based sy 
hardware added to 3a 

7 . The method 
advertising based on 



of claim 1 including enabling said 
provide remote maintenance for said 
and to control the software and 
d system. 

of claim 1 further including providing 
the customer's preferences. 




he method of claim/l including receiving 
ion about the custonpfer ' s preferences on said 
ssor-based system coupled to said service provider 
er the Internet, forwarding said customer preferences to 
said service provider , /causing said service provider to 
customize the contenJK to be provided to the customer based 
on said informatior/ and forwarding said customized content 
to said processoi^^based system. 

9. The /method of claim 1 including automatically 
directing sa/d customer to a server associated with said 
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3 retail vendor when said customer wishes to obtain a product 

4 or service offered by /said retail vendor. 

1 10. The method of claim 1 including requiring the 

2 customer to view at least two graphical user interfaces 

3 including advertisinjg related to said retail vendor before 

4 accessing said Internet services. 



1 yi. An article comprising a medium storing 

2 instructions that enable a processor-based system to: 

3 provide internet services to a customer through a 

4 service provider on behalf of a retail vendor; 

5 provide/ said services through graphical user 

6 interfaces provided by said service provider that include 

7 content related po products or services of said retail 

8 vendor; 

9 prevent the customer from accessing said Internet 

10 services from said service provider without receiving said 

11 content relateq to products or services of said retail 

12 vendor; 

13 recqfive information about a customer's 

14 preferences; And 

15 customize the content provided to the customer 

16 based on said information. 
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12. The article of claim 11 further storing 
instructions that enable the processor-based system to 
obtain the identity of the customer and customize the 
information provided to the customer based on the 
customer' s identity . 



13 . The art 
instructions that 
control the first 
displayed after 



le of claim 11 further storing 
dnable the processor-based system to 
4nd the second graphical user interfaces 
ing of said system. 



boot 



14. The artiJcle of claim 13 further storing 
instructions that /enable the processor-based system to 
provide confidential information to said service provider 
instead of said rjbtail vendor. 

15. The article of claim 13 further storing 
instructions that enable the processor-based system to 
provide the cust/omer with a predefined set of selections. 

16. The article of claim 11 further storing 
instructions that enable the processor-based system to 
enable said serfv^ice provider to provide remote maintenance 
for said processor-based system and to control the software 
and hardware aaded to said system. 
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17. The art 
instructions tha 
provide advert^ 



claim 11 further storing 
a processor-based system to 
said customer based on the 



)ref erences . 




The article 



of claim 11 further storing 



recei/ve said customer 
references over the 



instructions that enable said processor-based system to 



s preferences, forward said customer 
nternet to said service provider, and 
feceive customized coii(tent from said service provider over 
"the Internet 



19. The article of claim 11 further storing 
instructions that enattle a processor-based system to 
include automatically/ directing said customer to a server 
associated with said tetail vendor when said customer 
wishes to obtain a pijoduct or service offered by said 
retail vendor. 

20. The articlie of claim 11 further storing 
instructions that enable a processor-based system to 
require the customer to view at least two graphical user 
interfaces including advertising related to said retail 
vendor before acces/sing said Internet services. 



23 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

1^ 
13 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

1 
2 
3 
4 




A 



A system comprising 



a processor 



and 



a storage c:oupled to said processor, said storage 
storing instructions that enable the processor to obtain 
Internet services through a service provider on behalf of a 
retail vendor; provide said services through graphical user 
interfaces provided ty said service provider that include 
content related to pioducts or services of said retail 
vendor; prevent accessing said Internet services from said 
service provider wit:iout receiving said content related to 
products or services of said retail vendor; and receive 
information about preferences and customize the content 
provided to the system based on said information. 



22. The systerr 



of claim 21 wherein said storage 



further stores instructions that enable said system to 
obtain the identity of a customer using the system and 
customize the information provided to the customer based on 
the customer's ident:ity. 



23. The systeip 
further stores inst 
control the initial 
after booting said 



of claim 21 wherein said storage 
ructions that enable said system to 
graphical user interface displayed 
system. 
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24. The system of / claim 23 wherein said storage 
further stores instructfions that enable said system to 
control the initial two graphical user interfaces displayed 
on said system after booting. 

25. The system oi: claim 24 wherein said storage 
further stores instruct ions that enable said system to 
prevent the initial two graphical user interfaces from 
being changed. 

26. The system o:: claim 21 including an interface for 
coupling said system to a server over the Internet, and 

coring instructions that enable said 
preferences, forward said 
nternet to said server and receive 



said storage further s 
system to receive said 
preferences over the I 



customized content from said server over the Internet, 
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27 . The system c 
housing and a display^ 
unitary housing, said 
processor and said stdrage 



f claim 21 including a unitary 

said display being mounted in said 
unitary housing further storing said 



A method coj 
providing^ 
behalf of a retail 
system; 




mg: 

et services to a customer on 
through a client processor-based 



25 



# 



in 

llJ 



5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

1 
2 

1 
2 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 



providing /graphical user interfaces that include 
content related to products or services of said retail 
vendor ; 

preventirJg the customer from accessing said 
Internet services without receiving said content related to 
products or servic€is of said retail vendor; 

receiving information about the customer's 
preferences from the client processor-based system; and 

customiz mg the content provided to the client 
processor-based system based on said information. 



2 9 . The me 
maintenance for 
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The met) 



software and hard 

3a., An arti 
instiructions that 

provide 
of a retail vendor 

provide 
interfaces from sa 
products or servi 



thbd of claim 28 including providing remote 
d client processor-based system. 




claim 29 including controlling the 
are afdded to said system remotely. 



comprising a medium storing 
enable a server to: 

Internet services to a client on behalf 

said services through graphical user 
id server that include content related to 
ces of said retail vendor; 
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8 prevent the c 

9 services without rece 

10 or services of said ret 

11 enable said 

12 from said client and 

13 client based on said c 



cus 



lent from accessing said Internet 
said content related to products 
ail vendor; and 
rver to receive customer preferences 
tomize content displayed on said 
stomer preferences . 



iving 



se 



1 32. The article of claim 31 further storing 

2 instructions that enable the server to provide customized 

3 advertising to said client based on preferences received 

4 from said client. 
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(3 . A server 
comprising 

a processo 
a storage 
an interfa 
instructio 
the server to provide 
behalf of a retail v 



mectable to a client, said server 



\upl/ed to said processor; 
o the Internet; and 
stored on said storage that enable 
Internet services to the client on 
endor; provide said services through 



graphical user interifaces from said server that include 



content related to 
vendor; prevent the 



products or services of said retail 
client from accessing said Internet 



services without receiving said content related to products 



or services of said 
to receive customer 



retail vendor; and enable said server 
preferences from said client and 
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Storage 
customi 




customize the content displayed 
said customer preferences. 

34 

advert i 
preference 



said client based on 



customized 
based on the 



ncluding storing in said 
ies undertaken by the 
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